Cotton has recently been the subject of attention by the Govern-
ment of India3 owing doubtless to its Importance from the point of view
of the world supply. But sugar is of almost equal interest to Indian
consumers, and may, we have shown, prove the foundation of a great
Indian industry. We think that the facts which we have collected,
regarding these two crops, though they include nothing that- is not
already well known to students of the subject, are sufficient to prove the
necessity for a close investigation of Indian industrial crops, and for the
creation of scientific and industrial departments of Government fall}"
equipped to carry on such work. Uich results are already being ob-
tained from the work of the Agricultural Department; but hitherto,
owing to the lack of staff? there has been no concentration of effort on
the crops which afford products suitable for local manufacture and are,,
therefore, potential creators of wealth for other classes than the agri-
culturist.

51.  Among fibre crops,, in addition to cotton, there are jute, sann

hemp (Grotalaria Juncea), Bimlipatam jute
a^^a * ^aR (Hibiscus cannabinus) and various others of less
importance. Jute is akeady very fully ex-
ploited from an industrial point of view, though many possibilities exist
of the improvement of the crop itself. About half the crop is manufac-
tured, in the country, enough to cover its internal needs many times
over. Of the other fibre crops, there is little or no organised manufac-
ture in India at all. Although these are far less important than jute or
cotton, they have in some cases valuable qualities, and can be made into
articles for which there is a ready demand. There are also fibre crops.
such as sisal hemp, flax and rhea, which, though suitable for India, are
either not grown in the country at all, or only to a very limited extent.
and some of these, such as flax, are required for manufactures of national
necessity.

52.  Oil seeds are extremely important, both from the agricultural and

^.^              from  the   export   point  of  view.    The  areas

covered by the principal oil seeds and the pre-
war value of exports are shown below.

Area la           Value of

Crops.                                              000 acres.          exports

1913-14.          Es. 000.

1013-14.

Castor             .....    Not shown separately. 2,05*00

Copra.......       Ditto.             1,55,06

Cotton    .......       15,844             2,12,51

Groundnnt......46&             4,88,1:

Linseed.......        2,268             6,68,71

Bape and mustard    .....        4.0S3             447,37

Sesanram         ......        4,278             2,70,43

Total non-essential oil seeds       .        .        ,      14,658*          27,50,03

* Excluding copra and cotton.
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